Aana Nam 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ATLANTA RADIO CLUB, W4DOC 


AMATEUR RADIO SPECTRUM PROTECTION ACT 
REINTRODUCED IN US HOUSE 


Source: ARRL Letter Feb 21, 2003 


The Amateur Radio Spectrum Protec- 
tion Act has again been introduced in 
the US House of Representatives. 
The measure is an ARRL legislative 
initiative. Florida Rep Michael Bilirakis 
put the latest version of the 

bill, HR 713, into the legislative hop- 
per on February 12. It has been 
referred to the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. When last 
introduced in 2001, the measure was 
known as HR 817. 


The House bill already has two co- 
sponsors, Reps John Boozman, Ar- 
kansas, and Patrick Tiberi, Ohio. Both 
cosponsored last year's bill. 


HR 713 is aimed at ensuring the 
availability of spectrum to Amateur 
Radio operators. It would protect ex- 
isting Amateur Radio spectrum 
against reallocations to or sharing 
with other services unless the FCC 
provides "equivalent replacement 
spectrum" elsewhere. Bilirakis, a Flor- 


ida Republican, has twice before 
sponsored similar legislation at the 
League's recommendation. A Senate 
version of the bill is pending. 


The measure would amend the Com- 
munications Act to require the FCC to 
provide "equivalent replacement 
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spectrum" to Amateur Radio and the 
Amateur-Satellite Service in the event 
of a reallocation of primary amateur 
allocations, any reduction in secon- 
dary amateur allocations, or 
"additional allocations within such 


(Continued on Page 4) 


NOGAQRP Event a Success! 


Source: www.nogaqrp.org 
The 2003 “Freeze Your Buns Off” 


Only 2 things happened to detract 
from this fun event: 

1. It conflicted with the Dalton Ham- 
fest 

2. The temperature was 70 degrees 
F. (doncha know it was 38 degrees 
the next morning..!) 


Otherwise, FYBO 2003 was another 
smashing, fun, NoGaTiMe. 


GA Tech Club hosts Doug Smith, KF6DX 


The Georgia Tech Amateur Radio Club will be hosting 
Doug Smith KF6DX on March 10 at 7pm in the Old Archi- 
tecture Building on campus. For more information, please 
see http://cyberbuzz.gatech.edu/w4aql/. The general 


public is invited. 


Here is a brief release, which can also be found on our 


website. 


Doug Smith, KF6DX, will speak on the latest in digital- 
voice and software-radio technology in Amateur Radio. 
Doug was one half of the world's first transatlantic digital 


voice contact on the HF ham bands in 


Thanks to Tom, K4TJD, for hosting 
this event this year. Tom provided his 
deck at his lake chateau for our oper- 
ating convenience. A total of 5 in- 
trepid, semi-serious contest oriented 
NoGaNaughts showed up to repre- 
sent our sterling crew. 


Our operators par excellance' were: 
Tom, K4TJD, Pickett, AD4S, John, 
AB4GK, Joe, W4JHR and Jack, 
K5FSE. Everyone got a chance to 


(Continued on page 7) 


of digital voice modes, advantages and disadvantages, 
and what digital voice and 

multimedia communications bode for the future of ham ra- 
dio. A live demonstration will be included. 


Doug will also discuss burgeoning developments on the 


software-radio front, including current projects to put af- 


fordable software radios into the hands of Amateur Radio 
operators and experimenters. He will go lightly into some 


November of last year. He will describe some of the history 


technical details of state-of-the-art hardware designs and 
DSP algorithms, including those of the new Ten-Tec Orion 
and various digital direction-conversion transceivers. 


(Continued on page 4) 


THE ATLANTA HAM 


The Atlanta HAM is the official 
bulletin of The Atlanta Radio 
Club serving its members and 
the Atlanta community. Original 
articles, art, and photos are 
welcome. Copyrighted material 
cannot be printed without per- 
mission form the appropriate le- 
gal authority. Please include 
such disclaimers in all materials 
submitted. 


Submit articles: 


Atlanta Radio Club 
Attn: HAM EDITOR 
PO BOX 720398 
Atlanta, Georgia 30358 


Contact the editor for available 
formats to transfer material. 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMIS- 
SIONS IS THE 21ST OF EACH 
MONTH! 


The Atlanta HAM is created 
using Microsoft Publisher 


Permission is hereby granted 
for the reproduction of material 
found in the Atlanta HAM 
unless otherwise noted provid- 
ing proper credit is given to the 
author and The Atlanta Radio 
Club . 


THE ATLANTA RADIO CLUB, W4DOC 


Originally known as the "Atlanta 
Wireless Club," the Atlanta Ra- 
dio Club is one of the oldest and 
largest amateur radio clubs in 
the United States. With nearly 
200 members, the Club spon- 
sors numerous activities and 
services for its membership and 
for the Atlanta area amateur ra- 
dio community. 


The Club is best known for its 
sponsorship of the annual At- 
lanta HamFestival, a Saturday 
event which hosts many ven- 
dors, exhibitors, and flea mar- 
keters of amateur radio equip- 
ment and other electronic equip- 
ment. 


Bank of America Tower 
Site of Atlanta Repeaters: 


146.82(-), 224.34(-) and 444.825(+) 


W4DOC REPEATERS 


The Atlanta Radio Club operates five repeaters at two locations. Currently 
our most active project is at the Bank of America Tower where we operate 
three repeaters at 146.82(-), 224.34 (-), and 444.825(+). On the web, go to 
http://www.saf.com/arc/repeater.pdf for a Acrobat 4.0 diagram of our system. 


Our second location is the WFOX broadcast tower at Chestnut Mountain, 
south of Gainesville, GA. We operate two repeaters on 145.35(-) & 444.45 
(+). These repeaters are being renovated under the expert guidance of Den- 
nis, KF4MHW. For pictures of that site, see http:/Awww.saf.com/arc/wfox.html 


The current schedule for net operations include the Sunday Night Net on 
146.820 (Linked to 145.35 on FOX) at 8PM EST and the Southeastern VHF 
Net on Wednesday evenings at 9PM. The 146.820 machine can also be di- 
aled into IRLP and SKYWARN/Peachtree City during inclement weather. 


ASSOCIATE ORGANIZATIONS 


MEETING NOTICE 


The Atlanta Radio Club, Inc. 


WHEN: P.O. BOX 720398 
Thursday March 6, 2003 Atlanta, Georgia, 30358 
7:30PM 

Dennis Baggett, KFAMHW 
WHERE: President 


Red Cross 1955 Monroe Drive — 
Atlanta 


770-387-9351 
kf4mhw@arrl.net 


Wayne Robertson, K4WK 
Vice President 
404-378-8722 

k4wk@bellsouth.net 


PROGRAM: See below 


TALK IN: 

146.820 (-) PL 146.2 harles Golsen, N4CH 
Treasurer 
404-688-6278 


 cgolsen03@attbi.com 


DINNER: 
6:15PM The Picadilly Cafeteria 
1544 Piedmont Rd- Ansley Mall 


#David Tomaschik, KF4MDV 
Secretary 

770-395-0081 
david-tom@webgroup.org 


John Talipsky Jr, KA4VQH 
Activities Manager & 
Hamfest Chairman 
770-995-6446 
johnka4vqh@aol.com 


March Program Notes... Penn, K4PE 


For our March 6 meeting we have scheduled Larry Wade, with the 
USDA Forrest Service. Larry is the Southern Region Deputy Director 
of Information Technology - which includes radio. His background 

is mostly radio oriented from his conversations with Dennis. 


Andy Keels, KD4ABB 
Repeater Manager 
770-394-9052 
and yk@hvbi.com 


He is planning on bringing two of their field guys with him. 
He will be discussing Forrest service communications 
in general, and then specifically addressing amateur involvement. 


Stan Halter, KE4VGZ 
Membership 
770-971-0805 

ke4vgz@arrl.net 


According to Dennis, he is interested in establishing 

local amateur points of contact. Please extend a specific 
invitation any ARES groups that you are aware of: North Fulton, 
Cherokee, Gwinnet, and any other county with significant federal 
land holdings. 


John Talipsky Sr, KI4Y 
Newsletter 
678-985-1316 
john@talipsky.com 


73’s Penn, K4PE 


AMATEUR RADIO SPECTRUM PROTECTION ACT REINTRODUCED IN US 


(Continued from page 1) 


bands that would substantially reduce 
the utility thereof" to amateurs. 


The 2001 version of the measure at- 
tracted 53 cosponsors in the House 
but last spring became one of many 
pieces of legislation caught up in the 
so-called "Enron logjam," during 
which the Internet and Telecommuni- 
cations Subcommittee did not meet, 
although its full committee, Energy 
and Commerce, held numerous hear- 
ings concerning Enron. 


The ARRL is urging members of the 
Amateur Radio community to contact 
their representatives in Congress and 
request that they cosponsor HR 713. 


GA Tech Club... 


(Continued from page 1) 

Doug Smith has 25 years experience 
designing communications equipment 
for commercial, military and Amateur 
Radio markets. His work has included 
control systems, DSP, frequency syn- 
thesis and speech compression. Doug 
chairs the ARRL Digital Voice and Soft- 
ware Radio Working Groups, but is 
perhaps best known as Editor of QEX: 
Forum for Communications 
Experimenters, the bimonthly technical 
magazine of the ARRL. He is the au- 
thor of dozens of articles, the DSP 
chapter in recent editions of The ARRL 
Handbook, and of Digital Signal Proc- 
essing Technology: Essentials of the 
Communications Revolution, published 
late in 2001. Doug was educated at the 
California Institute of Technology, Pasa- 
dena, CA. He received the 1998 

Doug DeMaw Technical Excellence 
Award for his writing. 73,David 


David Ziskind, KE4QLH Emergency Coordi- 
nator - North Fulton County (Georgia) ARES 
Webpage: http://www. fultonares.org 
Communications Director, Georgia Games 
Communications Director, Peachtree Road 
Race and Atlanta Marathon 


Experience has shown that, while 
most members of Congress under- 
stand and appreciate the benefits of 
Amateur Radio, some may be reluc- 
tant to sign onto a technical piece of 
legislation without some indication of 
support from their own constituents. A 
sample letter is available on the 
ARRL Web site. 


The text of HR 713 is available via the 
Thomas Web site <http://thomas.loc. 
gov/>. Enter "HR713" in the "Bill Num- 
ber" window. ARRL 

asks that members soliciting their 
members of Congress to cosponsor 
this 

legislation to copy their correspon- 
dence to the League via email to 
specbill0O3@arrl.org. 


The very best of new technology is here and on sale now 
Kenwood TS-2000 


Icom 7S6PRO "\ Yaesu FT-1000MPMKV 


All the top brands of amateur 
radio equipment available! 
We'll see you in June at 


the Hamfest! 
800-444-7927 770-263-0700 
24 HOUR FAX 770-263-9548 


atlanta@hamradio.com 


6071 Buford Hwy, At- 
lanta GA 30340 


METRO TESTING SESSIONS ACTIVITIES CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2003 


Call ahead to verify session and be prepared with the appro- 


priate forms and required papers. A small fee may be 
charged. Check with the VEC 


First Sunday WCARS VEC 

2:00 PM (Except July and September) 
Johnson High School 

3305 Poplar Springs Road, Gainseville 
Terry Jones, W4TL (770)967-6364 


First Thursday — EVEN # MONTHS 7:00 PM 
Fayette County Repeater Assn, ARRL VEC 
Peachtree City Library, downstairs 

Ed Ferguson, N4YTR ( edferg@peoplepc.com) 


Second Tuesday 7:00 PM 

Walton EMC Building 

3645 Lenora Church Road, Snellville 
Wayne Taylor, WD4CCA (770)498-7759 


Second SaturdayCA VEC 8:30 AM 
Stone Mountain Methodist Church 
5312 West Mountain Street, Stone Mountain 
Hal Martin, KI4RD (770)978-9160 


Second Saturday - ODD # MONTHS 10:00 AM 

Fayette County Repeater Assn, ARRL VEC 

Peachtree City Library, downstairs 

Jan Dubroca(770 502-0760) jan.dubroca@delta-air.com 


Third SaturdayCA VEC 9:00 AM 
Marietta First United Methodist Church 
Room 305 

56 Whitlock Avenue, Marietta 

Larry Huff, WA4CQZ (770)955-3171 


Fourth Tuesday ARRL VEC 7:00 PM 
United Way Service Center 

6279 Fairburn Road, Douglasville 
Jessie Clower, KB4WFK (770)942-6466 


Fourth FridayW5YI VEC 7:00 PM 
St. John Neumann Church 

801 Tom Smith Road, Lilburn 
Headphones provided 

Howie Gould, W9HG (770)921-8362 


Fouth Sunday ARRL VEC 2:30 p.m 

Georgia Tech - Student Center 

350 Ferst Drive, NW 

Atlanta, GA 30332-0458 

David Ziskind KE4QLH - 404-966-6864, ke4qlh@arrl.net 


THIS SPACE WOULD BE A GOO DPLACE 
TO ADVERTISE! 


Contact the editor: John KI4Y 


Always the 4th Saturday! 


STARS — December, 12pm — 3pm SCITREK 


Contact Penn. K4PE 


UPCOMING HAMFEST CALENDAR 


Southeastern VHF Conference 


Southeastern VHF Society 
http://www.svhfs.org 
Huntsville, AL 

25-26 Apr 2003 


Cherokee Capital ARS 
http://www.qgsl.net/k4woc 
26 Apr 2003 


Alabama State Convention 
Birmingham ARC 
http://www.w4cue.com 

3-4 May 2003 


Georgia State Convention 
Atlanta Radio Club 
http://www. atlantahamfest. 
com 

7 Jun 2003 


DeKalb County ARC 


The Signman of 
Baton Rouge 


ORDER THE 
W4DO0C 
BADGE! 


Go online or 
call for pricing 


79Castle Kirk Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 USA 
(225) 757-1545 Phone 225) 766-9387 Fax 
Toll-Free 888- HAM-TAG1 (888-426-8241) 
Http://thesignman.com 


http://www.dekalbamateurradio.com 


Fort Payne, AL 
14 Jun 2003 


Southeastern Division Convention 


Lanierland ARC 


http://www. lanierlandarc.org/hamfest.htm 


12 Jul 2003 


NEWS AND NOTES... 


Special Event Stations for March 2003 


Macon, GA: Macon Amateur Radio Club, W4BKM. 1500Z-2200Z 
Mar 22. 21st Annual Cherry Blossom Festival. 14.240 21.335 7.055 
14.055. Certificate. Macon ARC, PO Box 4862, Macon, GA 31208. 


Chesapeake, VA: Chesapeake Amateur Radio Service, W4CAR. 
15002Z2100Z Mar 8. 141st Anniversary Battle of Hampton Roads 
Montitor-Merrimac Fight. 28.362 21.362 7.62 146.82. QSL. W4CAR, 
PO Box 6867, Chesapeake, VA 23323. 
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ARRL EXPRESSES CONCERNS ABOUT HAM RADIO IMPACT 


OF 70-CM CHANGES 


Source: ARRL Letter February 28, 2003 


The ARRL says two FCC-proposed 
actions could negatively affect Ama- 
teur Radio. One would substantially 
expand the geographical area in the 
US subject to power limitations on 70 
cm. The other would deploy National 
Weather Service wind-profiler radars 
in the 448-450 MHz segment. 


"The Commission has proposed two 
actions that have a potentially 
substantial adverse impact on a large 
number of Amateur Radio operators in 
this proceeding," the ARRL said in 
comments filed this month in ET 
Docket 02-305. "In each case, the 
Commission can minimize that im- 
pact." 


In a Notice of Proposed Rule Making 
(NPRM) late last fall, the FCC 
proposed on behalf of the National 
Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA) to--among other 
things--more than double the size of 
the geographical area in New Mexico 
and Texas where amateurs in the 
420-450 MHz band would be limited in 
power to protect military radiolocation 
service operations. Amateur transmit- 
ters in certain geographical areas al- 
ready are limited to 50 W PEP "unless 
expressly authorized by the FCC after 
mutual agreement, on a case-by-case 
basis" between the FCC district direc- 
tor and the applicable military fre- 
quency coordinator--§97.313(f). The 
NPRM also reflects action by NTIA 
specifying the operation of federal 
government wind profilers in the band 
448-450 MHz. 


Acknowledging that the Amateur Ser- 
vice is secondary to government ser- 

vices in the band, the ARRL nonethe- 
less asked the FCC to ensure that the 
affected zone in Texas and New Mex- 
ico "is minimized as much as possible, 
consistent with protection of military 


(Continued on page 8) 


4L4FN leaving North Korea 


4L4FN leaving North Korea: Ed Gior- 
gadze, 4L4FN, the first amateur to 
operate extensively from North Korea 
and to earn DXCC from that entity, 
will leave for his next duty assignment 
March 1. Last fall, after about one 
year of operation, Giorgadze--an em- 
ployee of the United Nations World 
Food Program who had been operat- 
ing as P5/4L4FN from Pyongyang-- 
was ordered off the air by North Ko- 
rean authorities. The ARRL accred- 
ited SSB 


and RTTY operation of P5/4L4FN for 
DXCC, and Giorgadze himself earned 
a mixed DXCC Award during his stay. 
As of the end of his operation last 
November 22, P5/4L4FN had logged 
a total of 16,194 QSOs (12,170 
unique call signs) that included 167 
DXCC entities worked. More informa- 
tion on P5/4L4FN is available on the 
AMSAT Net Web site www.amsatnet. 
com of QSL Manager Bruce Paige, 
KK5DO. Click on "P5 North Korea." 


Pioneer 10 spacecraft sends last signal 


Pioneer 10 spacecraft sends last sig- 
nal: Talk about weak-signal DX! 
NASA says that after more than 30 
years, it appears the venerable Pio- 
neer 10 spacecraft has sent its last 
signal to Earth. Pioneer's last, very 
weak signal was received on January 
22. NASA engineers report Pioneer 
10's radioisotope power source has 
decayed, and it may not have enough 
power to send additional transmis- 
sions to Earth. NASA's Deep Space 
Network (DSN) did not detect a signal 
during the last contact attempt Febru- 


ary 7. The previous three contacts, 
including the January 22 signal, were 
very faint with no telemetry received. 
The last time a Pioneer 10 contact 
returned telemetry data was last April 
27. NASA plans no additional contact 
attempts for Pioneer 10, which is 7.6 
billion miles from Earth. At that dis- 
tance, it takes more than 11 hours 20 
minutes for the radio signal to reach 
Earth. More information is available 
on the Pioneer 10 Web page 
http://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/nmc/ 
tmp/1972-012A.html. 


ARRL Emergency Comm course registration 


ARRL Emergency Communications 
course registration: Registration opens 
Monday, March 3, 12:01 AM Eastern 
Time (0500 UTC), for the on-line Level 
lEmergency Communications course 
(EC-001). Registration remains open 
through the March 8-9 weekend or un- 
til all available seats have been 
filled--whichever comes first. Class 
begins Tuesday, March 18. Thanks to 
the federal homeland security grant 
from the Corporation for National and 
Community Service, the $45 registra- 
tion fee paid upon enrollment will be 


reimbursed after successful comple- 
tion of the course. During this 
registration period, approximately 200 
seats are being offered to ARRL 
members on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Senior amateurs are strongly 
encouraged to take advantage of this 
opportunity. A new service now allows 
those interested in taking an ARRL 
Certification and Continuing Education 
(C-CE) course to be advised via e- 
mail in advance of registration 
opportunities. 

http://www.arrl.org/cce 
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QRP Event a Success! 


FOR SALE.. 


Yaesu FT-470 Dual-Band Hand- 
held Transiever 

2m/70cm Dual display 

RX- 144-148MHz 430-450MHz 
TX- 144-148MHz 0.5-5.0Watts 
430-450MHz 0.5-5.0Watts 
Included: 

2- FBA-17 AA-Alkaline Battery Pack 
1- FNB-17 7.2V 600mAh Ni-Cad 
Battery Pack (not functional) 

1- MH-18A2B Speaker Microphone 
1- YHA-2B Rubber duck Antenna 

1- PA-6 DC Car Plug Adaptor 

1- CSC-43 Soft Vinyl Case 

1- NC-28B Ni-Cad Wall Charger 

1- NC-29 Unversal Desktop Charger 


(Continued from page 1) 


operate (although we did not 
get started until 20:00 Z) and 
everyone made some contacts. 
The gathering was concluded 
with a dinner of red beans and 
rice and "Real Andouille" sau- 
sage at the cottage of Pickett, 
AD4S which is right across the H 
street from Tom. (we are think- & 
ing of putting up a shared loop 
between the 2 cottages). 


We used Tom's K2 at 5 watts 
powered by the internal battery 


which lasted the entire event. Tom, K4TJD, explains Einstein's "Theory of 


Tom also provided his Code Relativity" to Jack, K5FSE. After about 30 sec- 1- Operating Manual 

Warrior paddles onds, Jack said "I got it, | got it..!" 1- Original Box and Packaging 
= 7 SS ST Radio in excellent shape One 

and gave a demonstration on the correct installation of a W3EDP (the Owner No Modifications 

green wire) long wire antenna. All contacts were made on 20 and 15 Contact: Andy Keels KD4ABB 

meter cw at 5 watts. We used the club call sign of NQ4RP with the gra- 678-427-7568 


cious permission of Trustee Ken, W4DU. 
Asking: $200.00 OBO 


Pickett AD4S 
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MEETING NOTICE March 6, 2003 


ARRL EXPRESSES CONCERNS ABOUT HAM RADIO IMPACT OF 70-CM 


(Continued from page 6) 

facilities." The ARRL also requested 
the FCC to create "a streamlined pro- 
cedure for case-by-case exemptions" 
from the power restrictions. 


"It is difficult for ARRL to address the 
contention of the Army that 

amateur power in excess of 50 W 
PEP in the additional protected areas 
requested by the Army would cause 
interference to military radiolocation 
facilities involved in missile tracking," 
the League said in its comments, 
"because the claim made by the Army 
is not substantiated by any technical 
information." The proposed area 
would include all of New Mexico and 
all of Texas west of 104 degrees W 


longitude. The ARRL said it was “not 
intuitively obvious" that such a large 
restricted area was necessary. 


The ARRL concluded that a 50-W 
power restriction was "not a substan- 
tial burden" on many FM repeater us- 
ers but that it could mean lowering the 
outputs of some critical repeaters 
used for emergency and public ser- 
vice work or taking them off the air 
altogether. It also could affect so- 
called weak-signal, experimental and 
Earth-Moon-Earth operations, the 
ARRL said. More than five dozen re- 
peaters in the affected region could 
be affected, the League estimated. 


Concerning the wind profilers, the 


League said it had understood thatthe 
National Weather Service--which op- 
erates the radars--would notify ARRL 
of 

their locations as selected. "Ideally," 
the League said, "since the 

amateur repeaters are incumbent in 
the band now, the National Weather 
Service should select sites that mini- 
mize the effect on those repeaters." 


The complete text of the ARRL's com- 
ments, the FCC NPRM and othe 
documents are available via the 
FCC's Electronic Comment Filing 
System (ECFS) site http:/Avww.fcc. 
gov/cgb/ecfs/. Click on "Search for 
Filed Comments" and enter "02-305" 
in the "Proceeding" field. 


